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Diggs Taylor; and Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom. Reporters referred to sen-
atorial candidates Ned Lamont and Alan Schles-
inger of Connecticut; and former Vice President
Al Gore.

Proclamation 8040—Women’s
Equality Day, 2006
August 21, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The ratification of our Constitution’s 19th
Amendment on August 26, 1920, marked a
turning point for America as women were
guaranteed the right to vote. On Women’s
Equality Day, we celebrate this milestone
and pay tribute to the inspiring individuals
who stepped forward and asked our Nation
to live up to its founding principle of equality
for all.

The struggle for women’s rights is a story
of strong women joining together to break
down the barriers to equality. With courage
and determination, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and other
suffragists inspired generations of women
and helped change the path of our Nation’s
history. The Seneca Falls Convention of 1848
sparked a mass movement for women’s vot-
ing rights that gained support from women
of all ages and backgrounds. In 1890, Wyo-
ming became the first State whose constitu-
tion allowed women to vote, and by 1918,
women could vote in 14 additional States.
Two years later, women secured nationwide
suffrage with the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment. By demanding participation in the
democratic process, these visionaries helped
spread freedom, justice, and hope for gen-
erations to come.

Women today are continuing the suffra-
gists” legacy of leadership and strength. They
are shaping the future through their con-
tributions to all aspects of American life, in-
cluding science, law, business, education,
athletics, and the arts. They are serving our
Nation with honor and distinction in our
Armed Forces. American women have
served as examples for women in other coun-
tries in their efforts to increase their partici-
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pation in civic and political life. Our Nation
remains committed to advancing the equality
of women in the world’s newest democracies
and fighting threats to women around the
globe.

The courage of American suffragists made
our Nation a stronger and more hopeful
place, and we will continue to build an Amer-
ica where the dignity of every person is re-
spected and where opportunity is within
reach of all our citizens. On Women’s Equal-
ity Day, we honor the contributions and ac-
complishments of women throughout our
history, and we pay tribute to all those who
helped bring equality to women in America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2006,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the
people of the United States to celebrate the
achievements of women and observe this day
with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., August 23, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 24.

Memorandum on Determination
Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the
Migration and Refugee Assistance
Act of 1962, as Amended

August 21, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006-21

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as



1494

amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $13.5 million be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet un-
expected urgent humanitarian needs related
to the conflict in Lebanon. These funds may
be used, as appropriate, to provide contribu-
tions to international, governmental, and
nongovernmental organizations, and, as nec-
essary, for administrative expenses of the Bu-
reau of Population, Refugees, and Migration.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority, and to arrange
for the publication of this memorandum in
the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks in a Discussion on Health
Care Transparency in Minneapolis,
Minnesota

August 22, 2006

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you for
coming. Thanks for the warm welcome.
We've got some work to do. [Laughter]

Thanks for being here today. And I want
to thank our panelists for joining Secretary
Leavitt and me to talk about health care. And
before we do, I want to say a couple of words
about some of the guests here. First, I'm real
proud to be here with your Governor, Tim
Pawlenty. Governor, thanks for being here.
Senator Norman Coleman is with us. Sen-
ator, thanks for coming. Three Members of
the Congress: Jim Ramstad, whose district
were in; Mark Kennedy is with us; John
Kline is with us. Thanks for coming.

We've got members of the statehouse
here. We've got local officials—Mayor Jan
Callison, the mayor of—Mayor, thanks for
coming. This is the 50th anniversary of
Minnetonka, right? Yes, good. Congratula-
tions. Wait until you turn 60. [Laughter] It’s
not as old as it sounds. [Laughter]

We're going to have an interesting dialog
today. I'm going the sign an Executive order
after a while, but I want to explain why we’re
signing the Executive order to you. We've
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got an interesting debate in health care in
America. And I guess if I had to summarize
how I view it, I would say there’s a choice
between having the government make deci-
sions or consumers make decisions. I stand
on the side of encouraging consumers. I
think the most important relationship in
health care is between the patient and their
provider, the patient and the doc. [Applause]
Thank you. And health care policy ought to
be aimed at bolstering the consumer. Em-
powering individuals to be responsible for
health care decisions is kind of the crux about
what we’re talking about.

Obviously, all of us are concerned about
costs. You know, I hear it a lot. We talk
about—we’ll hear from Jane Brown here,
who helps those who need help here in your
community. She says health care costs often-
times make it hard for people to buy food.
You talk to small-business owners and one
of the big concerns they have is the cost of
health care, that many, in order to stay in
business, you know, have to say to their em-
ployee, “You provide for yourself.” And that’s
troubling. It's troubling. It doesn’t matter
what your political party is; it’s an issue that
needs to be addressed

And so the fundamental question is, how
do you address cost, given the philosophy
that I've just described to you? And so here
are some ideas I'd like to share with you.

One way to help small businesses address
the cost of rising insurance is to allow them
to pool risk across jurisdictional boundaries.
In other words, if you're a restaurant in Min-
nesota and you’re a restaurant in Texas, you
ought to be allowed to pool your employees
into a employee risk pool so that the insur-
ance is lower because of the spreading of risk.
Those are called association health plans.
One idea to—that says basically, the small-
business owner will be in charge of the health
care for his or her company—is to encourage
association health plans.

Another idea is to make sure that—let me
take a step back. There is a very important
role for the Federal Government in health
care. And that is to provide for the elderly
and the poor. One of the things that Mike
and I have worked on, and I hope some of
you have helped with, is to encourage seniors



